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What I learned from having rats in
my apartment — PAGE 8
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Non-profit works
towards opening
trafficking
safe house
Bobby Balboni

How some of Columbia’s oldest businesses have preserved the city’s originality

As university students, lost in a sea of Chuck Taylors and
Bean boots, it may be difficult to spot originality. Nestled
in the historic infrastructures of Columbia, however,
are independently owned businesses that epitomize the
word “original.” These businesses have been offering
Columbia residents original shopping, dining and learning
experiences for more than two decades … But why are they
being overshadowed by corporate names?
In the 102-year-old village neighborhood of Five
Points, nearly 100 small businesses connect Blossom,
Devine, Greene and Harden streets. These businesses
help maintain the Five Points personality that we have
all grown to know and love. What we often don’t know,
however, is the history behind each storefront and its
owner.
“The day I turned on the ‘open’ sign was the first day
I worked in a restaurant,” says Lloyd Reese, co-owner of
Blue Cactus Cafe on Greene Street. “You go with your
strengths, and mine has always been ignorance. If you
don’t know you can’t do something, you can do anything.”
A nd so, he did. Lloyd and his wife, Mar y, have
been running Blue Cactus since May 1994, serving
loyal customers fresh, “arrogantly slow” Korean and
Southwestern fare.
“Primarily, it’s hard to find original food,” Reese says.
“Everyone who opens a restaurant wants to pull something
out of the freezer, throw it in the oven, open a can of sauce
and call it their signature dish.”
But Blue Cactus does something that other businesses
may not. “Here, we cut it, we cook it, we serve it,” he says.
“It tends to be slow … but it’s just like mama’s house:
When it’s on the table, it’s ready. No shortcuts.”
As convenient as fast-casual and drive-thru chains have
become, there is truly nothing like authentic, individually
prepared dishes by business owners who care about their
customers. So why do we continue to put these businesses

on the back burner?
“With undergraduate students, unless it’s a dollar beer
and pizza, they’re not that interested,” Reese jokes. “But
here, it’s not a squat and gobble.”
Another reason is that we fear the unknown. More often
than not, we would rather avoid an unpleasant experience
than gain knowledge from it. This mindset, among other
things, could negatively impact small businesses with
unique attributes.
Take another Five Points staple, Gentleman’s Closet,
for example. Gentleman’s Closet opened in 1999 and
is Columbia’s only men’s consignment store. With
competition from Men’s Warehouse about 100 yards down
the road, 86-year-old owner Dean Ellison has described
his business as “tough.”
“It’s tough to make a buck,” Ellison explains. “If you
have more than half a dozen employees, you’ve got a tax
problem. You have to pay half of their social security,
you’ve got a lot of expenses … and the government hasn’t
helped us in the past couple of years. They’ve just given
us more to do. They’ve given us more paperwork, more
requirements and just been more involved in our business.”
Reese agrees that the previous administration has made
it difficult for small businesses to prosper. Not to mention
the influx of large retail and restaurant corporations that
took control of strip malls and other regions of Columbia
such as Harbison and Forest Acres.
“If you’re a large operation, you have one person who
handles all of the requirements,” Reese says. “If you’re
a small place, you have to set aside so many hours each
week to meet those requirements. Sometimes you
don’t really understand what they want, so then they
want to fi ne you. It’s at the point where they’re really
trying to get rid of small people who take too much
time for them to look at,” he continues.
See full story in Garnet & Black on stands Tuesday
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Human traffick ing is the
f a s t e s t g r ow i n g c r i m i n a l
activit y worldwide, and the
second g reate st sou rce of
criminal income behind only
drug trafficking.
The United States ranks in
the top three target markets
for the trafficking of women
and children for commercial
sex. The average lifespan for
a person after entering sex
trafficking is seven years, and
the average age of entry is just
12 years old.
However, there are fewer
than 100 trafficking-specific
shelters in the country that
principally function to help
r e h ab i l it at e v ic t i m s , a nd
si nce Hopewood Haven, a
facility in Greenwood which
had previously helped adult
victims, was forced to suspend
its operations due to a lack

South Carolina Human
Trafficking Cases
2013 // 45 CASES

BY JULIETTE LAFERLITA • PHOTOS BY JOSH THOMPSON • DESIGN BY ASHLYN MURPHY

2014 // 54 CASES

Gamecocks Eat Well promotes cooking education,
proper nutrition through breakfast for dinner
Brandon Wong

@THEGAMECOCK

USC’s Healthy Carolina initiative
is aiming to promote healthy eating
among USC students with its series
of Gamecocks Eat Well cooking
classes.
The classes, t aught by a
registered dietitian, guide students
t h rough a ser ies of nut r it iou s
recipes. The most recent class,
held on Wednesday night in Maxcy
kitchen, was themed “Brinner is
Served.”
“We also try to focus on low-cost
meals, because college students are
broke,” Olivia Jolly, USC’s outreach
dietitian, said.
St udent s prepa red yog u r t

parfaits, egg scrambles and ovenba ked p ot atoe s at Wed ne sday
n ight’s class. Jolly emphasized
cook i ng educat ion a nd proper
nutrition as one of the main goals
of the program.
“If we can teach college students
n o w, w h e n t h e y ’ r e m a k i n g
that transition to taking care of
themselves, they can realize the
importance of cook ing healt hy
meals,” she said.
Many students have also gotten
i n v o l v e d w it h t h e i n it i at i v e .
V i c t o r i a H o l m , a t h i r d -y e a r
marketing and management major,
began volunteering with Healthy
Ca rol i na t h rough t he fa r mers
SEEEATPAGE2
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A bill requ ir i ng Sout h
Carol i na col leges a nd
u n iversit ies to fol low
federa l g u idel i ne s when
invest igat ing on-campus
ac t s of a nt i-Sem it ism
received i n it ial approval
in a hearing of t he state
House of Representatives
Wednesday.
The bill’s passage would
be particularly significant

in South Carolina, one of
only five states without hate
crime laws. When speaking
to The State on Wednesday,
Rep. A lan Clemmons
(R-Horry), a sponsor of the
bill, deemed anti-Semitic
sent iment i n t he Un ited
States “alive and thriving.”
Opponents of the bill find
t he St ate Depa r t ment
defi nition of anti-Semitism
too vague. According to its
definition, “Anti-Semitism
i s a c e r t a i n p e r c e p t io n

o f Je w s , w h i c h m a y b e
expressed as hatred toward
Jews. R hetor ical a nd
physical manifestations of
anti-Semitism are directed
toward Jewish or non-Jewish
i nd iv idua ls a nd /or t hei r
proper t y, towa rd Jew ish
community institutions and
religious facilities.”
Some believe passage of the
bill will suppress discussion
of t he Israeli-Palest inian
conf lict on campus. Rana
Sobeih, vice president of the

2016 // 73 CASES
of f unding, t here are none
currently in the state of South
Carolina. Lighthouse for Life,
a non-prof it org a n iz at ion
ded icated to combat i ng
human trafficking in the state,
is looking to change that.
Lighthouse for Life, based
i n R i c h l a n d C o u n t y, i s
currently in the process of
renovating the Karis Home,
a h igh ly i ndiv idual ized
recovery facility that, barring
any licensure setbacks, will
open its doors on July 1. The
K aris Home is designed to
house up to t h ree v ict ims

Amy Brantner / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

SC House proposal would mandate State Dept.
definition of anti-Semitism on campus
Mike Woodel

2015 // 61 CASES

USC chapter of St udents
for Ju st ice i n Pa le st i ne,
confi rmed Tuesday that her
orga n izat ion was a mong
those in opposition to the
bill, which follows a wave
of bomb t h reat s ag a i nst
Jewish community centers
nationwide.
The Los A ngeles Ti mes
reported Tuesday that 68
t h reat s h ave been m ade
against 53 centers in t he
SEEPROPOSALPAGE2

SEELIGHTHOUSEPAGE4

Tune into
WUSC 90.5
this Friday
at noon for
a roundtable
Oscars
discussion
with A&C
writers.
See Oscars PAGE 7
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— Astronomer Amaury H. M. J. Triaud on seven Earth-sized planets discovered orbiting a star
not too far away

— Rep. Eric Bedingfield, a co-sponsor
of an SC bill proposed Wednesday
to curb the ongoing nationwide crisis
involving abuse of the drug
Yangxing Ding/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

“I want to win the national
championship, however long
that takes, we’re going to do it.”
— Quarterback Jake Bentley said on his future at
South Carolina

EATPAGE1
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HIRING!
SALES PEOPLE

LIKE MONEY?
EXPERIENCE?
need career

We’re looking for young, motivated students
striving for a career in media or sales to do

REAL WORK
for

REAL CLIENTS
No experience required – we’ll teach you what
you need to know.

Contact Sarah scarborough at 803.777.5064 or sarahs@mailbox.sc.edu

market on Greene
Street and now assists
Jolly with the cooking
classes.
“A l o t o f c o l l e g e
s t ude nt s , I do n’t
t h i n k t he y ac t u a l l y
understand what is in
what they’re eating and
how dif ferent it is if
you cook it for yourself
versus buy ing it at a
store,” Holm said.
H o l m
a l s o
encouraged students to
learn to use their meal
plans wisely and added
that one of her personal
g o a l s i s t o promot e
healt h-consciousness

PROPOSALPAGE1
U.S. and Canada in the
past six weeks.
The wave reached
dow ntow n Colu mbia
last mont h when t he
Katie and Irwin Kahn

Courtesy of Tribune News Service

t hrough t he cook ing
classes.
“I like seeing
people get a l it t le
more conf ident i n
t heir k nowledge and
ability to take care of
themselves,” she said.
Several of the
students in attendance
on Wed nesday n ight
had participated in the
prev ious G amecock s
Eat Well classes, and
t hey had posit ive
feedback to share about
their experiences with
the program.
Cassandra Converse,
a fourth-year biological
sciences student, said
t hat she wa s hopi ng

to learn skills that she
cou ld i nteg r ate i nto
other dishes.
Emma McGoldrick,
a second-year biological
sciences student, added
that the cookie recipe
from the previous class
was “a great low-calorie,
healthier sweet option.”
Healthy Carolina is
a broad campus-w ide
init iat ive to promote
hea lt h a nd wel l ne ss,
i nclud i ng promot ion
of mental, physical and
emotional well-being.
The next Gamecocks
E a t We l l c l a s s w i l l
be held on March 22
at 5:30 pm i n M a xc y
Kitchen.

Jew ish Com mu n it y
Center received a bomb
t h reat. Accord i ng to
W IS, a respondi ng
bomb squad found no
evidence of an explosive
device in the area.
There have not been

any recent anti-Semitic
act s or st atement s
on USC grounds,
universit y spokesman
Wes Hickman told The
State Wednesday.
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for a lot of people in the Northeast,”
Thompson said. “But we are also
and is specifically being drafted to
not big like Charlotte or Atlanta, so
accommodate survivors under the
trafficking is kind of off the radar
age of 18.
because of how rural some of our
The non-profit
cou nt r yside might be,
ea r ned it s cha r ter i n
but we still have enough
2014 and was conceived
people to have quite the
by fou nder A ndrea
market.”
Wind. According to the
“R ich la nd Cou nt y
organizations website:
averages a case a week —
“The name, Lighthouse
easy,” Thompson said.
for Life, was bi r t hed
300,000 U.S. CHILDREN SEXUALLY EXPLOITED
“Greenville is seeing a
f rom a v ision t hat
EACH YEAR
lot of this [sex trafficking
God gave A ndrea of a
c a s e s]. It ’s i n a l l t he
l ight hou se t hat wa s
cou nt ies, but t here
17,000 VICTIMS TRAFFICKED INTO THE U.S.
surrounded by smaller
are some counties that
EACH YEAR
h o m e s . Pe o p l e f r o m
are just more act ively
a l l over were com i ng
engaged in pursuing it
LARGEST CRIMINAL
towards the Light and
than others.”
ENTERPRISE IN THE WORLD,
12 IS THE AVERAGE AGE OF ENTRY INTO SEX
fi nding shelter in those
The Polaris Project,
AND FASTEST GROWING
TRAFFICKING BUT IT CAN BE AS YOUNG AS 6
homes.”
w
h
ich t rack s cases
CRIMINAL INDUSTRY
Through their
reported
on the National
IN THE WORLD
f u ndra isi ng ef for t s,
H u m a n Tr a f f i c k i n g
L i g ht h o u s e f o r L i f e
Hot l i ne, recorded 73
raised enough money to
cases in South Carolina
Information
courtesy
of
Lighthouse
for
Life
pay off their mortgage
in 2016. The number of
for the safe home, but
South Carolina citizens are being reported cases has been continuously
background, the other thirty don’t,”
a lso est i mates t hat t hey helped
she said. “They come from t wo- trafficked by a demand driven by on the rise, and is up 152 percent
spread awareness with 6,000 people
p a r e nt ho me s — a l l- A mer ic a n ot her S out h Ca rol i n a c it i z en s , since 2012.
in 2016.
Nationally, there was a 24 percent
t e e n a g e r s i n v o l v e d i n s t u d e nt Thompson said.
“A lot of people have the idea of
Columbia is one of only a handful increase in survivors seeking help in
government, athletics, honor roll —
the movie ‘Taken” in their head, or
of cit ies i n t he Sout heast to be 2016.
all of that,” Thompson said.
they think about people over the
Feb. 23 is National Shine A Light
It’s not just the victims that people serviced by three major interstate
age of 18 as a willing participant
might have the wrong idea about. highways, with I-20, I-26 and I-77 On Slavery Day and Lighthouse for
i n c o m m e r c i a l s e x ,” s a i d J e n
Thompson said t hat pimps don’t all converging in the Midlands, plus Life is hosting its second annual Run
Thompson, executive director of
always look like the stereot ypical I-85 and I-95 also running through For Her 5k in Saluda Shoals Park on
Lighthouse for Life. “That they just
Feb. 25.
other parts of the state.
image people have in their heads.
decided not to get a real job and to
“Rea l ly we have f ive major
“Teenagers have recruited other
do that instead — and that’s not the
teenagers. I mean 15-, 16-year-old highways going through our state.
National Human Traffi cking
case.”
girls can recruit other 15-, 16-year- Plus we have Myrtle Beach, which
Hotline: 1 (888) 373-7888
Lighthouse for Life not only seeks
old girls,” she said. “So t he face is a crazy high tourist destination
to spread awareness about human
trafficking, but also seeks to dispel
misconceptions about its victims.
“If 70 percent [of v ict ims] do
come f rom t he d isenf ra nch ised

of who could be a victim could be
anybody. The face of who could be
a purchaser could be anybody, and
the face of who could be a trafficker
basically could be anybody.”

#2

Courtesy of Lighthouse for Life

My friend had

too much
to drink,
so I suggested
we get
something to eat

instead of
going to the
next bar.

#WhatWouldCockyDo
Supporting the vision of a Healthy Carolina community
The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity institution

Stand Up Carolina
sc.edu/standup
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Academy Awards Staff Picks
Best Picture — “La La Land”
“La La Land’s” victory in our Oscar voting was reminiscent
iscent of the Cavaliers’
NBA Championship win, the Cubs’ World Series comeback
ack and the Patriots’
Super Bowl stunner — it happened by a narrow margin
in at the very last
second. Before the final vote was cast, there was a three-way
e-way tie between
“Moonlight,” “Manchester by the Sea” and “La La Land,”
nd,” but that final
vote tipped Damien Chazelle’s bright and bubbly musical/fi
l/film hybrid over
the edge and into our vote for Best Picture. “La La Land”
nd” took the film
world by storm when it came out in December and had everyone
veryone humming
“City of Stars” and dreaming up fairy tale visions of becoming
ming a Hollywood
star — or at least that’s what happened to me. “La La Land” effortlessly
blends together elements of classical musicals with modern
dern film, creating
a masterpiece that feels simultaneously nostalgic and
d incredibly
modern. Emma Stone and Ryan Gosling played their roles
les as
foolish dreamers in Hollywood perfectly, showing nuancee
in personality and relationships that other writers and
directors should take careful note of. This year’s Best
Picture category contained a wide, diverse range of
excellent films, many of which have strong cases for
Best Picture. However, “La La Land” stands atop
our list and that of many others because this is the
year for the ones who dream — foolish as they may
seem.
— Written by Darby Hallman
Best Actor — Casey Affleck, “Manchester by
the Sea”
In “Manchester by the Sea,” Casey Aff leck
delivers an incredibly restrained and beautifully
portrayed depiction of emotional grief. In the film,
Affleck plays Lee Chandler, a janitor who discovers
that his brother has willed him the guardianship of
his only son. Throughout the film, we see Chandler
begin to break the hardened facade of indifference that
he has adopted over the years. As we see and understand
the terrible past that has constructed this stoic exterior,
we understand the magnitude of Chandler’s situation
n
and the greatness of Affleck’s performance. Affleck’s best
work comes in the quiet moments where we get to observe
rve him
interacting with the people of his past. His every pained glance,
every uncomfortable silence becomes indicative of what
hat his
past has done to him, and we realize how shattered Chandler’s
ndler’s
psyche truly is. Casey Affleck turns in the best performance
nce of
the year through these subtle mannerisms that tragically,
y, yet
masterfully, reveal the conflict, pain and grief that lie beneath
neath
his character’s calloused exterior.
— Written by Alex Wyatt
Best Actress — Natalie Portman, “Jackie”
In a category filled with quality performances by legends
gends
like Meryl Streep and breakout talent like Ruth Negga,
egga,
capturing the title of best actress for 2016 is no easy feat.
t. But
Portman’s breathtaking performance, her strongest since
ce her
Oscar-winning role in “Black Swan,” makes her the best of the
best. As she did in Swan, Portman manages to invoke the full
spectrum of emotion and cement herself as the gold standard
tandard
star of psychodramas. Portraying a real person, let alonee one of
the most mysterious and mythic creatures of the 20th century,
would be a challenge for any actress. Portman’s incarnation
arnation
manages to capture that mystique while also pulling backk the veil
on the person that was Jackie Kennedy. Her connection to Jackie,
the person as well as the public figure, is palpable and reaches a
level many other actresses have failed to reach in the role.
ole. Much
credit is due, of course, to the costume designers, writers
iters and
vocal coaches who did much of the work to make Portman
rtman so
convincing in the role. Yet the failure of other actressess to meet
the mark on Kennedy makes clear that it takes a special person to
do justice to all that she was. For taking the role to such heights,
Portman is clearly deserving of the Academy’s praise this Sunday.
— Written by Mary Ramsey
Best Actor in a Supporting Role — Mahershala
ala Ali,
“Moonlight”
Although he is only featured in the first act of the
he film,
Mahershala Ali’s performance in “Moonlight” is so rich with
compassion and emotional complexity that it haunts the remainder
of the narrative. Ali plays Juan, a drug dealer in Miami who
unexpectedly becomes a father figure to young Chiron,
n, played by
Alex Hibbert. Ali’s portrayal adds depth and relevance to
o a character
that could have easily become cliche. In one of the mostt memorable
scenes from the film, Juan teaches Chiron how to swim.
im. It is this
pivotal scene where a simple swimming lesson evolves
ves into an
ethereal experience. It is a spiritual baptism, where Ali and
Hibbert share a pure moment that isn’t darkened by drugs
ugs or
violence. Throughout the first act, Ali’s scenes effortlessly
essly
capture the overarching theme of self-reflection presentt in
the film.
— Written by Jenna Schiferl

Best Actress in a Supporting
Role — Viola Davis, “Fences”
S
Even though she was nominated for best supporting actress, Viola
Davis’ performa
performance in “Fences” is one of the most towering and
powerful perfo
performances of the year. In “Fences,” a stage-to-film
adaptation that
tha revolves around the struggles of existing as a
black family in
i the 1950s, Davis plays the caring mother to
Denzel Wash
Washington’s demanding and often cruel patriarch.
Davis’ performance
is the most moving of the film as she
perfor
masterfully portrays
the tragic dichotomy of abuse that confuses
por
the feelings of a wronged spouse. While she is constantly deceived
and emotionally damaged by her husband, so much of who she is
is tied to him and their past that she cannot bear to leave him. The
most powerful and heartbreaking scene of the fi lm belongs to
Davis as she questions the depth of her husband’s actions
and describes the grief and frustration that she deals
with as his wife. However, while much of the film
revolves around the mistreatment of Davis’
character, she still manages to come across as a
strong and independent woman. This ability
to portray the conflicting emotions of pain
and strength so beautifully would be enough
to win Davis an Oscar for best actress, but
with a supporting nomination, she should be
a lock for the win on Sunday.
— Written by Alex Wyatt
B e s t A n i m a t e d Fe a t u r e F i l m
— “Moana”
“Moana” has been making waves ever since
its release last year. As the most recent highly
anticipated Disney princess installment, it
surprised viewers with its lack of traditional
roles that are expected of a Disney princess
mov ie. Feat u r i ng music by Li n-Ma nuel
Miranda, “Moana” tells the story of a young girl
who
w ventures into uncharted waters to save her
Polynesian
homeland with the help of the demigod
Po
Maui.
Maui The movie makes unexpected choices left and
right, from Moana’s animal companion to a lack of a love
interest — but these choices are what make “Moana” so
special. This
film deserves to win an Oscar because it
T
isn’t traditional:
“Moana” challenges the norms of the
trad
princess role while making a point about protecting
the environment
— even if you need to protect it from
envir
monsters.
monsters
— Written
by Caitlin Burnham
Wr
Best D
Director — Damien Chazelle, “La La Land”
From the opening number in “La La Land,” I knew I
was in fo
for something special. The 2017 Academy Awards
offer som
some great competition in the Best Director category.
The nominees
include Kenneth Lonergan for “Manchester
nom
by the Sea,”
Se Barry Jenkins for “Moonlight,” Mel Gibson
for “Hac
“Hacksaw Ridge,” Denis Villeneuve for “Arrival”
and Dami
Damien Chazelle for “La La Land.” As always, it is a
formidable list of nominees. To me, Best Director should
be awarded to a director who captures and presents a story
in a way th
that ignites an audience’s love for the medium of
film itself. Chazelle
does just that with “La La Land.” Every
C
scene, the style
and the atmosphere of the film reminds
s
moviegoers w
why they love movies. Chazelle’s “La La Land”
is a love letter to early Hollywood movies and, even though it
emulates thei
their style, “La La Land” is something I have never
seen before. Chazelle established his affinity for filmmaking
with “Whipla
“Whiplash” in 2014. He has demonstrated his mastery of
his craft with “La La Land,” and that is why he is The Daily
Gamecock’s pick
p for best director.
— Written by George Wassel
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Artisan brings sweetgrass basket weaving to USC
Taylor Evans

@TAYLOR_JORDANNN

For the second year
in a row, the Office of
Mult icult ural St udent
Affairs hosted “Sweetgrass
Basket Weav i ng w it h
Sarah Hammond.” The
event was held in t he
Capstone Campus Room
and involved a basketweaving workshop and
a buffet-style spread of
L owcou nt r y-i n spi red
cuisine including shrimp
and grits, collard greens
and barbecue chicken.
Sarah Hammond is a
basket maker from Mount
Pleasant, South Carolina,
and a South Carolina Arts
Commission approved
artist. Hammond opened

up the event with a brief
introduction and history
of sweetg rass basket s
before launching into the
class and assisting the
participants. Attendees
were instr ucted on
how to weave t heir
own sweetgrass
pl ac e m at . H a m mond
and her daughter were
instrumental in showing
participants how to use
a specially designed tool
called a “nailbone,” coil
the sweetgrass and secure
the coils with palm leaves.
The t radit ion of
weav i ng coi led g r a s s
baskets can be t raced
back to Western African
cou nt r ie s l i ke Sier r a
L e o ne , w he r e t r ib e s
such as the Mende and

Tem ne m ade ba sket s
similar to the ones seen
t o d a y. W h e n We s t
Africans were brought to
the southeastern United
States in the 17th century
as part of the transatlantic
slave trade, they brought
t hei r ba sket weav i ng
traditions with them.
T h e We s t A f r i c a n
slaves, already acclimated
to a humid climate, were
critical to the production
of profitable rice crops
in the South. They were
able to create baskets to
help separate rice hulls
from t he chaff and to
store shellf ish, g rain,
vegetables and cotton.
These agricultural vessels
were made mainly of a
tough marsh grass called

bu lr ush. By t he early
1900s, weavers began to
incorporate additional
materials like pine
needles, palmetto fronds
and fragrant sweetgrass
into their baskets. This
new diversity of materials
allowed weavers to express
their creativity through
more intricate designs and
patterns.
Descenda nt s of t he
original West A frican
slaves have maintained
this rich cultural tradition
of s we et g r a s s b a s k et
weaving in the Charleston
a n d M o u nt Ple a s a nt
communities for over 300
years. These craftspeople
continue to pass on the
skill from generation to
generation.

Leland McElveen / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Sarah Hammond can
attest to this tradition, as
basket weaving has been
passed down through five
generations of her family.
Hammond learned the
craft from her mother

at the age of seven. She
described how watching
elders produce and sell
their crafts piqued her
interest.
“I used to like hanging
SEEBASKETPAGE6
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around the older folks
and as they go out, the
daily routine of putting
t he ba sket s out a nd
sitting at the stand,” she
said. “That was what I
was interested in doing,
a nd t hat’s how I got
started.”
Hammond spent 31
years working as an office
manager in the South
Carolina public school
system before retiring
and devoting her time
to basket weaving. Now
she travels the country
sharing her culture and
teaching others how to
make sweetgrass baskets.
She says that she enjoys
her work and that it has
had a significant impact
on her life. Her favorite
part of her work is when
her students complete
their projects.
“The excitement is at
the end when they have
a little finished product,
no matter how small,

t hey are so excited,”
Hammond said. “That’s
the thrill for me is at the
end.”
For some students in
attendance, a desire to
learn more about the
familiar baskets drove
them to seek this unique
experience.
“I went to Charleston
a few times, and I always
saw t hese being sold
on t he cor ner a nd I
wanted to see how they
were made,” said firstyear biolog y st udent
Savannah Bradley.
Ot her st udents felt
a personal connection
to t he region t he
baskets originate from.
Fourth-year electrical
eng i neer i ng st udent
Briana Luckey said she
visited Charleston often
because her mother grew
up there.
“We would always see
they people making their
baskets and selling them
on the streets,” she said.”
I feel like it’s especially

historical for the state, so
it would be cool to take
part in it.”
“Sweetgrass Basket
Weav i ng w it h Sa ra h
Hammond” presented
members of the
Carolina community a
special opportunity to
immerse themselves in
L owcou nt r y c u lt u re
through food, fellowship
and craft. Participants
were able to not only
learn something new,
but also go home with a
handmade token of their
hard work.
Hammond summed
up the significance of
the event for people who
hail from South Carolina
or even just spend some
time here.
“It is very important,
I think, for every South
Carolinian to at least
know how,” she said. “At
least to say that ‘I have
tried it’ and just to have
a little piece and say ‘I
did t his,’ so it’s ver y
important.”

Sarah Hinckley / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

CP partnered with Pawmetto Lifeline to celebrate National Walk a Dog Day.

National Walk a Dog
Day on Greene Street
Ali McLeod
@ALIHM

USC Night feat. 76 & Sunny
February 23

Greg Payne & The Piedmont Boys
February 24

Young the Giant
March 1

Blair Hanks
March 3

Cold War Kids
March 4

Greensky Bluegrass
March 9

Feb. 22 is National
Walking the Dog Day,
so Carolina Productions
hosted Paw met to
Lifeline, a local no-kill
shelter for dogs and cats
on Greene St.
“It is national ‘walk
a d o g ’ e v e nt ; it ’s a
nat ionw ide prog ra m
and [Carolina
Productions] asked us
to come out and give
some time for students
to get some love and
at tent ion f rom ou r
pups,” said Magen Sier,
the director of volunteer
programs at Pawmetto
Lifeline. “Everybody we
brought out today is on
‘adoption row,’ so they
are looking for homes,
but our goal today for

Paw met to Lifel i ne
is to see if a nybody
would like to join the
volunteer pack or the
foster team.”
walk-a-dog-day
Walk A Dog Day on
Greene Street
View Full Gallery
Volu nteer s c a n go
to Pawmetto Lifeline
to walk the dogs and
“get some dog love,”
wh ich is per fec t for
on-campus residents.
Students who live offcampus in pet friendly
accommodat ions can
sign up to foster dogs
and have a “temporary”
p et wh i le sav i ng a n
animal from euthanasia.
Erin Meyer, a secondyear GSCOM student,
said, “it’s made [my day]
a lot better. I’ve been up

since 7 a.m., so it’s nice
to take a break in the
middle of the day.”
“ Ev e n at h o m e , I
volunteer with animal
shelters. I love dogs,
so I would def initely
[volunteer],” first-year
p s y c h o lo g y s t u d e nt
Shannon Hawley said.
“[This event] made me
so happy. There are so
ma ny c ute dog s a nd
they’re really good at
relieving stress.”
W h it ney Park s,
a f i r s t-yea r nu r s i ng
student, said that after
t his event she would
consider adopt ing or
fostering a dog. “This
has made me a lot
happier today,” she said.
“This is a really happy
thing.”

IF IT LOOKS WRONG, SPEAK UP.
Stepping in to make sure someone is OK is always the right thing to do.

sc.edu/stopsexualassault
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The USC fraternity or sorority that
takes the most apartment tours at
The Mills and Palmetto Compress
between 2/13-2/24 will win $1,500!
2016 WINNER:

A tour at either location is worth 1 point.

ZETA TAU
ALPHA

SCHEDULE YOUR TOURS TODAY!
THE MILLS

PALMETTO COMPRESS

WINNER OF BEST OFF-CAMPUS

1-, 2-, & 3-BR Apartments

USC HOUSING THE LAST 5 YEARS!

Exposed brick/wood beam ceilings

1-, 2-, 3- & 4-BR Apartments

Sun & fun at the pool deck

20 acres of beautiful open space

Resident TV lounge with games

USC Comet Route Shuttle, short walk, or

State-of-the-art ﬁtness center

bike ride to campus & stadiums

Patio & private balconies available

Large pool with WiFi-enabled deck
Resident lounges featuring billiards,
shuffleboard, ping pong, PS4 & Xbox
State-of-the-art ﬁtness centers

803.667.3705
leasing@millsliving.com
OLYMPIA MILL — 600 Heyward Street
GRANBY MILL — 510 Heyward Street

803.667.3705
leasing@palmettocompress.com
612 Devine Street

612 WHALEY — 612 Whaley Street

apartmentsinsc.com
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TALES FROM THE RAT PLAGUE
Linden
Atelsek
Third-year
psychology
student

There are rats in my campus
apartment. I wish that were some
kind of figure of speech, or a joke, or
perhaps an indication that it might
be time for me to start a successful
French restaurant with my new
furry friend — but unfortunately,
that isn’t the case. Instead, it’s
mostly jumping at the noises of
the house settling, bleaching every
surface and utensil in the kitchen
before food touches it, and praying
when I open doors into dark rooms
that there won’t be a pair of beady
little eyes staring back at me from
the floor.
We have been f ight ing over
the territor y of the apartment
since Feb. 7. That was when the
first rat emerged, announced by
my roommate Caroline, who ran
out of our kitchen screaming. The
next day, university maintenance
patched a hole in our bathroom.
The rats, undeterred by being
blocked out of a room with no food
in it, continued merrily making
noise in our pantry, taking a few
victims from Caroline’s shelf —
rice, split peas, flaxseed and quinoa.
On Feb. 10, maintenance filled
several more holes in the pantry.
Now apparently hooked on their
mysteriously gluten-free diet, the
rats bided their time until Sunday,
when we had relaxed into the idea
of no longer sharing our house
with plague-bearing interlopers,
and struck again, snacking on the
only food still left exposed: A box
of Nature Valley bars left out by
my roommate Jessica, whose only
crime was being too hopeful that
our problem was solved.
On Monday, a pest control guy
came around. After we showed
him a hole almost a foot wide that
was lurking behind our electrical
box, he helpfully informed us that
there were still holes in the house.
Maintenance then called in the big
guns, and on Valentine’s Day they
managed to — at least temporarily
— banish the rats from our living
quarters.
Don’t get me wrong; they’re still
here, they’re just trapped in the
walls at the moment. We can hear
them running around in there. At
first the pitter-patter of tiny rat
feet made us jump out of our skins.
After a while, we got used to it,
but then the chewing noises set in.
I purchased a bottle of ammonia
this weekend to deter them from
their usual haunts whenever they
do break through. But for the time

being, they’re not in my kitchen, so
I may still be on edge, but at least
I’m not battling Hantavirus.
It’s been an interest ing t wo
weeks. You learn a thing or two
when your apartment is significantly
vermin-infested.
First, you learn an incredible
amount about whatever flavor of
pest is intruding on your territory.
I have come to respect my foe. Rats
can reportedly fall from a height of
up to 50 feet without being hurt.
They can chew through bricks,
ci nder block s, a lu m i nu m a nd
apparently glass. They can scale
smooth painted walls — something
t he i nter net a s s u red me wa s
impossible, but which we saw them
do with our own eyes. Their ribs
hinge at the spine, allowing them
and their disgusting, collapsible
body to squeeze through holes the
size of a quarter. I now know the
width of a rat skull in centimeters.
(About two, if you’re curious.) They
are preternaturally good at avoiding
traps — snap traps, sticky traps,
poison traps, and otherwise. In
fact, for an animal with a brain
that weighs two grams, they’re
astoundingly smart all around.

“We have been fighting
over the territory of the
apartment since Feb. 7.”
Knowing these things will make
you feel unsafe. A fter reading
horror stories on disreputable
forums about rats crawling into
bed with people, I found it difficult
to sleep for the week they spent
marauding through our apartment.
This will remove every scrap of
patience you have for the usual
prevarications of customer service.
We were never irritated w it h
maintenance personnel — their
specialty isn’t pest control, so them
missing some things the fi rst two
times they visited our apartment
i s u nder s t a nd able , i f de epl y
unfortunate for my roommates and
me. They were trying, at least, to fix
our problem, and they did a good
job in the end.
It was the people answering the
phones who we lost patience with.
Collectively, during that week
where we were hav ing nightly
invasions, we called FIXX at least
10 times. This began to get tiring
after our third night spent having
to barricade the kitchen. We were
politely and repeatedly told that
there was no one working after 4
p.m. — and although we reluctantly
accepted that for the first few nights
as inevitable, after a few days of

anxiety, it began to seem like an
inadequate answer. Even when we
were home from class before then,
we never heard rats before 4 p.m..
Since they’re nocturnal, that’s to be
expected. So every time we realized
that the last attempt to fix the
problem was unsuccessful, FIXX
was ready and waiting to tell us how
it was past 4 p.m. again.
In the defense of FI X X line
operators, most of them were at
least apologetic, which made it
easier to swallow—but for me, the
last straw was Thursday night, when
someone hung up on Caroline after
she called them to beg them to send
someone. She had been instructed
by housing to tell them it was an
emergency and that they needed to
deal with it, but the 4 p.m. rule was
apparently stronger.
I have always been firmly against
abusing customer service. I have,
in the past, thrown away an almost
entirely raw McDonald’s burger
because I didn’t want to take it up
with the cashier. But on Sunday,
after six days of rampaging rodents
gleefully trampling our bread on
their way to the quinoa, I snapped
like a suburban mom whose coupon
didn’t work at the craft store. I
admit it: I could have been nicer. I
probably have a note in my file now
that says “hostile,” and it’s probably
richly deserved, and I’m probably
sorr y. But it worked. No more
fooling around from the operators.
Two days later, the efforts of more
than nine maintenance workers
finally managed to hold the rats at
bay.
As much of a nightmare as it has
made our lives, the infestation has
been a bonding experience for my
roommates and me. Our teamwork
has improved immeasurably — one
of us wields the Swiffer, another
one of us provides moral support,
and someone else calls FIXX again
in hopes of annoying them into
sending reinforcements. Not to
mention that our kitchen is cleaner
than it has ever been, since we’ve
learned a valuable lesson about the
sort of company leaving dishes in
the sink attracts.
So, I’ve gained some things.
Detailed knowledge of rat skeletons,
for example. Dark bags under my
eyes from the last two weeks of
being sure some upstart sewerdweller is going to climb into bed
for some impromptu spooning.
A real appreciation for university
maintenance. The undying ire of
the FIXX line operators, some of
whom now recognize my voice. The
knowledge that being annoying
sometimes gets you what you want.
Several bottles of weapons-grade
cleaning solutions. A battle-tested
alliance with my roommates.
But I can never watch
“Ratatouille” the same way again.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
REQUIREMENTS
Letters to the editor
must not exceed
300 words. Students
must include their
full name, major and
year. Faculty and staff
must include their
full name, position
and department.
Community members
must include their full
name and applicable
job title. Verifiable
statements of fact
must include at
least one source; if
we cannot verify a

statement of fact,
your letter will not be
published until the
writer implements
necessary changes
or provides reputable
sources for any facts
in question. Letters
are edited for clarity,
style and grammar.
Email submissions to
opinion@
dailygamecock.com
or mail them to
The Daily Gamecock
1400 Greene Street
Columbia, SC 29225

Students should
help out veterans
Hayden
Blakeney

Second-year history
student

Last Wednesday, I went with the Leadership
and Service Center on an Impact Weekly trip
to the Tucker Center. This facility specializes in
the care of disabled veterans, many of whom are
elderly. This experience educated me on a topic
I thought was already overexposed and talked to
death: the care of veterans by the government.
It is no secret that veterans lack the benefits
appropriate for the sacrifice they gave, namely
poor healthcare. The Department of Veterans
Affairs is notoriously laden with red tape and
a lack of funding, leaving veterans out of luck.
According to the National Coalition for Homeless
Veterans, around 11 percent of the American
homeless are veterans and most have a form of
mental illness or addiction. For a country that
supposedly prides itself on its love for those who
have served, the numbers are disappointing.
There is a thinly-veiled political side to the
plight of veterans. As a red state, South Carolina
is all too happy to latch onto feelings of patriotism
on the Fourth of July and during the election
season. However, a cognitive dissonance exists
in conservative campaigns between being against
giving handouts to the poor while also supporting
disabled veterans. I hardly think it is the place of
the party of billionaires to deny funding to those
who have served our country.
There are many signs of this national issue
in the Columbia area. Centers like the Tucker
Center and the VA hospital on Devine Street exist
in our community, yet they are nearly invisible
to students. I personally did not know about
the Tucker Center until I went, and I doubt
anyone reading has either unless they volunteer
specifically at this location. The situation in
Columbia is a microcosm of the larger problem,
and I think young people at our university should
rise to the occasion and make a real difference to
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OLSONPAGE12
in right field and first
base for the Gamecocks.
Olson is c u r rent ly
t ied w it h ju n ior lef t
fielder Alex Destino for
the team lead in total
bases and is hitting .385
in 13 at-bats.
“ We a l l p i c k o n
[Olson],” Destino said.
“We don’t t hink he’s
got the prettiest swing,
but he’s a freak athlete
and he can just muscle
up about any baseball.
I t hink he’s going to
put up really exciting

numbers this year.”
“They mess with me
a lot about just trying to
crush balls, but it’s just
kind of my style and I
do need to try and use
all fields,” Olson said.
Olson and the
Gamecocks will
return to action
against K ansas State
at 4 p.m. at Founders
Pa rk on T hu rsday
before embarking on a
weekend series against
Wright State.

Victoria Richman / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Olson slugged .603 at West Georgia Tech Junior College as a freshman last season. He has started at first base and right field for the Gamecocks this season.
COACHPAGE12

DEPTHPAGE12

go through individual workouts, but
w ill wait u nt il af ter spring break
to let him participate in 11-on-11
scrimmages.
Starting Feb. 25, the Gamecocks
have 15 spring practices scheduled
and will play the annual Garnet and
Black spring game on April 1. With
many players returning from injuries
in 2016, several positional battles may
be in store for USC, which Muschamp
says will improve the team’s overall
work ethic.
“At most positions, competition is
my best motivator,” Muschamp said.
“Guys k now they’ve got to go out
and perform ever y single day, and
that promotes consistency in your
performance.”

had against a last-place LSU team,
that average falls to 8.3 points per
game.
Mea nwh i le, Sout h Carol i na’s
opponents are averaging 28.3 points
per game from their bench players.
This severe difference shows that
there is a problem with depth for
South Carolina this year.
The problem stems f rom last
spring’s incident that saw five men’s
basketball players get suspended.
Silva and Temarcus Blanton are the
only two players from the group who
remained on the team.
Jamall Gregory, Marcus Stroman
and Eric Cobb were the three players
involved in the incident who are not
a part of this year’s team. Raymond

M A G I C I A N

JUSTIN WILLMAN

FREE MAGIC SHOW WITH VALID

FEBTH @ 7:00 PM
27
CAROLINACARD

RUSSELL HOUSE BALLROOM

@usccp

Carolina Productions
University of South Carolina Student Life

/usccp

@usccp

FREE to students, faculty, & staff with valid Carolina Card. For more
information or assistance, visit cp.sc.edu or call (803) 777-3950. This
event is subject to change. Paid for by campus activity fees.

Doby, who was involved in a separate
incident, event ually decided to
transfer last spring as well.
That is a huge amount of attrition
in a very short amount of time. The
NCA A sets the scholarship cap at
13 players for basketball, so losing
four basketball players is equivalent
to losing 26 players from a football
team, assuming the team was at the
85-player max imum scholarship
capacity.
Losing that many players at once
put head coach Frank Martin and his
staff at a huge disadvantage. Gregory,
Stroman, Cobb and Doby were four
guys Martin believed could succeed
in his system and would help the
USC basketball program take the
next step.
Stroman flashed a lot of potential

in his freshman season as a guard,
and Cobb and Doby were big bodies
that could have taken a lot pressure
off Silva and freshman Maik Kotsar,
especially late in games.
South Carolina is desperately in
need of quality depth to be able to
compete for the entirety of an SEC
basketball season and postseason play.
The team seems to be exhausted right
now, and they are still a couple weeks
away from t he SEC and NCA A
Tournaments.
The four players who were either
dismissed or transferred could have
played a huge role on the team this
season. Instead, the Gamecocks are
hoping for a bench player or two to
emerge from the shadows so that
South Carolina has a chance to make
some noise in tournament play.
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NOW LEASING
A New Take on Class
You’ve never seen student housing with amenities like this.
School happens in the classroom. Life happens here. With over 16,000 square feet
of world-class amenities, from the Rooftop Pool to the rejuvenating Resident Spa,
Hub At Columbia takes student housing to a whole new level.

RESERVE YOUR NEW APARTMENT
FOR 2017-2018 TODAY!
• Rooftop and Indoor Hot Tubs
• Outdoor Fire Pit
• Sand Volleyball Court
• Luxury Living Facilities
• Custom Made Furnishings
• Virtual Golf Simulation
• 2 Tanning Salons
• State-of-the-Art Fitness Center
• Indoor Arcade Area
• Columbia’s Only Rooftop Pool
• Sauna and Steam Room
• 20 Ft. Outdoor LED TV Screen

1426 Main Street
Columbia, SC 29201

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Website: http://huboncampus.com/columbia/
Email: leasing@HubAtColumbia.com

Phone: 803-369-8274
Fax: 888-748-0990
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HOUSING
Sublease NOW at Olympia
Mills - $100 paid towards first
month’s rent! Upstairs bed/
bath in a 3br/2ba apt; w/d
unit. Lease ends 30Jun2017.
Male roommates Call/Text
919-606-9204

EMPLOYMENT
GAIN VALUABLE MEDICAL
EXPERIENCE
Well Established, Fast paced
downtown Columbia physician
practice is interviewing for
candidates graduating in
May 2017 and taking a gap
year while applying to attend
medical school. Gain valuable
clinical and clerical experience
in a physician practice. The
ideal candidate will have a 3.6
and higher GPA, graduating in
May 2017, superior work ethic
and high energy. On the job
training while being paid.
This is a full time position.
One year commitment is
required. email resume to
guy@physicianservicessc.com.
Email
guy@physicianservicessc.com

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
MAKE MONEY!
Top-rated sports camp needs
fun loving counselors to teach
all land, water & adventure
sports. Great summer in
Maine! Call (888) 844-8080;
apply at www.campcedar.com

Now Hiring All Positions!
Upper Crust is a new
gourmet CA influenced
casual restaurant in NE Cola.
Opening in 3 weeks ..we are
looking to fill ALL restaurant
positions. PT AND FT shifts
are available.
-management (will train),
pizza chef, line/fry cook,
dishwasher, bartender/front
house assistant manager
& servers
We need super friendly,
energetic & team oriented
peeps for ALL categories.
Willing to train in any position
if you have a passion for this
industry. Flexible scheduling.
Please submit resume &
anything you’d like to tell us
about yourself to:
Email mburrell1@yahoo.com

TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices
include: Round-trip luxury
party cruise. Accommodations
on the island at your choice of
ten resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com
800-867-5018

OPPORTUNITIES
SAIL: PEDU150
(803) 317 9060

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

Col laborate w it h
teams over the next two
days. Share what you’re
learning. Discuss what’s
needed to get the job
done. Find resources and
solutions in your circles.

Talk to your partner
today a nd tomor row.
Invent how you’d like
things to go. Determine
milestones and who will
do what. Solutions arise in
conversation.

Discipline with
com mu n icat ions pays
of f i n mu lt iple w a y s
over the next few days.
Get creative, and craft
a persuasive pitch.
Go public with recent
research.

Taurus

Virgo

Ta k e o n n e w
responsibility today and
tomorrow. Forge ahead
with new energy. Talk
about what you’d like
to create. Craf t you r
communications with
care to win.

Get physical today and
tomorrow. Make promises
and pledges regarding
your health, fitness and
work. Discipline wit h
communications produces
results. Get support from
a coach.

Capricorn
You r mora le get s a
boost along with your
w a l le t ove r t he ne x t
t wo days. Now you’re
cook i ng! Negot iate
deals, deliver services and
goods, and send invoices.

Gemini

Libra

Aquarius

I n v e s t i g a t e
possibilities and discuss
pla ns a nd it i nera r ies
over the next few days.
Travel oppor t u n it ies
arise in conversation.
Make promises for what
you will accomplish.

Relax and play with
family and friends today
and tomorrow. Discuss
the finer points of the
g a me . P r a c t ic e y ou r
favorite activities with
your favorite people.

Yo u ’r e e v e n m o r e
p owe r f u l t h a n u s u a l
for the next t wo days.
Prepare to launch. Talk
about personal dreams
and passions. Make plans
and promises.

Scorpio

Pisces

Discuss changes you’d
like to make at home
with your family through
t o mor r ow. Fa nt a s i z e
together, and develop the
ideas with most votes.
I n c r e a s e b e aut y a nd
comfort.

Contemplate your next
move. Take two days for
private meditation and
introspection, as much
as possible. Replenish
your reserves. Familiar
rout i nes a nd set t i ng s
comfort.

Cancer
Get in communication
about shared finances
over the next few days.
Broker agreements and
deals. Review spending
priorities. Work out your
practical plan together.
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Poll: What’s your ideal spring break?

15%

Skiing at a resort

59%

Tanning on a beach

3%
23%
Going on a service trip

See @thegamecock for upcoming polls

Sitting at home alone

(803)764-2575 • 2706 Devine Street

2/23/17

1 2 3 4

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

@thegamecock
2/23/17

Download our app!

ACROSS
1 Oldest U.S.
capital
8 Spade creator
15 Melodic
movements
16 Ancient region
now part of
France
17 Is serious
18 Impulse
conductors
19 Much toothpaste
20 U.S. neighbor
21 “Picnic” dramatist
22 Letter between
November and
Papa
6LQJHU·VZDUPXS
syllables
,QG\ZLQQLQJ
family name
27 Swears by
29 66, e.g.: Abbr.
30 Metaphor for jobs
31 Lav, in London
32 Singer Kitt
36 “... __ quit!”
37 Kind of bath
39 “Just like that!”
6LJQRIIZRUGV
42 Director Lupino
43 Corny state?
44 MSN, for one
´,·PJRRGµ
47 Jazzy Jones
50 Miracle Mets
manager Hodges
)UR]HQIUXLW
flavored drinks
52 Slanted piece
53 Sounds at spas
54 2017 Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame
inductee
55 Enchant
57 Blog comment
format usually
interpreted as the
word spelled by
eight aptly circled
puzzle letters
61 Norse explorer
62 Daughter of
Agamemnon
63 End of a baseball
game, usually
64 Like siblings
DOWN
1 __ Adams
2 “Who __ you

kidding?”
3 Actress Vardalos
4 Polynesian
archipelago
natives
5 State as fact
6 Impede, as a plot
7 Guinness suffix
8 __ Her Way
9 “A Clockwork
Orange” narrator
10 2015 Big Ten
champs: Abbr.
6LUHQ·VYLFWLP
:DLVWOHQJWK
jackets
13 Faint trace
14 Trademarked
weapon
2QHSLHFH
beachwear
22 Former #1 golfer
Lorena who
hosts an annual
Guadalajara
LPGA event
23 Heads up
24 Adorable one
25 Screen __
26 Four Corners
state
28 Openly enjoy, as
soup
29 Convened again
33 Rib eye alternative

For solutions to
today’s puzzle,
go to
dailygamecock.com

or download our
app!

34 Ethan of
“Boyhood”
35 Gather up
37 John who
composed the
“NBA on NBC”
theme song
0XFKIROORZHG
star
41 Gorge crosser
43 Former Chrysler
head
46 Early Jewish
scholar
\HDUROGSUL]H
3KLOLS*ODVV·

“Einstein on the
Beach,” e.g.
.HOO\·VH[SDUWQHU
50 Belgian treaty city
53 Jesus of baseball
54 She, in
Cherbourg
56 Bar opening?
57 __ Lingus
58 DIRECTV parent
$QWHNLQ
60 Bummed out
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JUCO
transfer
off to
hot start

Muschamp eyes top
spot in SEC East

Bobby Balboni

@ROB_BALBONI1

Approaching the warning
t r ack du r i ng t he second
inning of South Carolina’s
5-4 win over Charlotte, left
fielder Zach Jarret seemingly
had the long fly ball off the
bat of Jacob Olson lined up.
Jarret looked back once, and
then a second time as Olson’s
ball caught a late gust before
sailing into t he lef t f ield
bullpen.
T he home r u n ma rked
the first of the season for
the Gamecocks, although
Olson might have achieved
that feat a game earlier had
the elements not worked in
the opposite direction, with
the wind knocking down a

Victoria Richman /
THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Madison MacDonald / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

With an impressive nucleus of young offensive talent, Coach Muschamp has high expectations for his team in 2017.

Carson Mason

@CARSONANNMASON

With a year of experience
as Sout h Carolina’s head
coach under his belt, Will
Mu s c h a mp h a s set h igh
expectations for his second
season with the Gamecock
football team.
“O u r goa l s don’t e ver
cha nge. We wa nt to w in
t he East. That’s what we
want to do,” Muschamp said
Wednesday.
Follow ing t h ree week s
of of fseason workout s,
Muschamp and the
Gamecocks will enter the
f i r s t weekend of spr i ng
practice on Saturday. The
second-year coach hopes to
see the young Gamecocks,
including quarterback Jake
Bentley, use their experience
to become more mentally
and physically tough.
“Having Jake (Bentley)
back in his second year is
g re at ,” Mu s c h a mp s a id.

“He’s a guy that has really
attacked the offseason in
the right way — as far as his
meetings are concerned and
he has got a better grasp of
what we are offensively.”
Many players who were

to get h i m bac k on t he
field,” Muschamp said.
“ I ’ve b een ver y proud
of him and how he’s really
attacked the offseason. He’s
gone after it hard. We shut
him dow n, so it’s been a

“Our goals don’t ever change.
We want to win the East.”
— Will Muschamp
nu rsi ng i nju r ies i n 2016
w i l l get a n oppor t u n it y
to return to the field this
weekend. One of t hem is
l i neb ac k er Sk a i Mo ore ,
who underwent neck fusion
s u rger y a nd m i s s ed t he
entire 2016 season.
“He’s been cleared for
everything, so we’re excited

tough offseason for him.”
Moore led t he team
i n t ack les h is f resh ma n,
sophomore a nd ju n ior
s e a s o n s a nd w a s n a me d
second-team A ll-SEC
i n 2 015. H e w i l l s t a r t
t he spr i ng at t he W I LL
linebacker position, while
Bryson Allen-Williams will

start as the SA M and T.J.
Brunson will start as the
MIKE.
Only one South Carolina
player underwent surgery
during the postseason: wide
receiver Br yan Edwards.
The freshman had a sports
hernia, or lower-abdomen
strain, late in the season and
is expected to miss the fi rst
four practices.
“He played in pain t he
ent ire season, really. We
need to get him healthy,”
Muschamp said. “He’ll miss
the first four and we’ll get
him back healthy – that’s
the most important thing
right now.”
A not her w ide receiver,
early enrollee Or’Tre Smith,
is being monitored for an
ankle injury he acquired in
his senior season at Wando
H igh School. Muschamp
said he is going to let Smith
SEECOACHPAGE9

potential home run in the
G a me c o c k s’ 1- 0 lo s s t o
U NCG during t he series
finale.
“I think I got the one on
Sunday a little more,” Olson
said.
Olson, a sophomore who
t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m We s t
Georgia Tech Junior College,
didn’t enter the season as a
lock to earn a starting role
in South Carolina’s lineup
de spite slugg i ng . 6 03
last season. After a strong
preseason showing, he has
now st a r ted eac h of t he
Gamecocks’ four games.
“[Olson’s] a very versatile
guy and he gives our lineup
f le x ibi l it y, he g i ve s ou r
lineup athleticism; he gives
our lineup an attitude,” said
South Carolina head coach
Chad Holbrook before the
start of the season.
Olson primarily played
middle infield during junior
college, but has made starts
SEEOLSONPAGE9

Column: 2016 dismissals, lack of depth
catching up to Gamecocks down the stretch
Pete Helms

@TDG_SPORTS

Februar y has
b e e n u n k i nd t o t he
South Carolina men’s
basketball team.
A ny hope for a shot
at t he reg ular season
SEC Championship is
quick ly dw indling as
t he G a mecock s have
stumbled to a 3-4 record
this month.
South Carolina (208 , 10 -5 S E C ) l o o k s
l i k e it ’s r u n out of
gas. The Gamecocks
a re not get t i ng a ny

of fensive product ion
outside of Chris Silva,
PJ Dozier and Sindarius
Thornwell.
The troubling thing
about this Gamecock
basketball team is
t he lack of scor i ng
product ion f rom t he
bench. In the last seven
games, the bench is only
averaging 10 points per
game.
I f you remove t he
20-point performance
t he Gamecock bench
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